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of a new library, athletic facilities and other
improvements could still move forward under an
expansion already approved by the City Council,
which never considered student housing.

The initiative's proposal for the campus was slightly different from the council-approved plan, and Measure P
would have eliminated some municipal oversight. The latter issue was a major concern of opponents of the
initiative, especially council members.

The dorms - opposed by many of the college's residential neighbors - were dropped from the college's plans
last year during a lengthy review by the city Planning Commission.

But Marymount President Michael Brophy and college officials had said on-campus housing was crucial to the
success of the school, which now enrolls more than 750 students. In March, they announced that they wanted
voters to decide on their full plan and began gathering signatures for their 51-page initiative.
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The divisive campaign season was marked by disputed endorsements, accusations of lying and anti-religious
bias, allegations of law-breaking, theft of lawn signs and a court battle.

Voters were bombarded with mailers and advertisements from Marymount. The "no" campaign, known as Save
Our City Ill, sent mailers and relied heavily on robocalls. Council members, who unanimously opposed the
measure, likewise employed many robocalls.

The election frenzy reached an extreme before before midnight Monday, with a call sent out to voters
purportedly from former Rep. Steve Kuykendall.

The voice on the message - apparently not that of Kuykendall, who is a paid consultant for Marymount -
encouraged a no vote and stated "my God, this is important for the sake of the area."

Both sides accused the other of "dirty tricks" in putting the call out. It remains unclear who indeed funded the
call.

The two sides had offered starkly different takes on Measure P's potential impact. The City Council, which
unanimously opposed Measure P, said it would undermine the city's "self-rule."

Some opponents suggested the initiative would set a precedent for other developers in the affluent coastal city.
Marymount supporters dismissed such arguments as fear-mongering.

"The college finds it hard to believe that we're going to be some kind of case study for multinational
corporations who are going to figure out how to break into Rancho Palos Verdes," Brophy said last month.

Marymount's campaign emphasized that with a "rejuvenation,” the new facilities - expected to cost more than
$50 million - would be an asset to the community.
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